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rate exceeded 30!., the element of cost, as well as amount
of service, being thus brought into account. But both
provisions were swept away by the Education Act,
1902, under which every authority is entitled to receive
three-fourths of the amount by which the produce of
a penny rate falls short of IDS. per scholar. By this
the element of cost of service was eliminated. In 1906,
however, the complaint of West Ham and one or two
other highly rated districts became so loud that, with-
out special legislation, a parliamentary vote was taken
in order to give these districts three-fourths of the
excess of their expenditure over the produce of a
is. 6d. rate, and this " Necessitous School Districts
Grant" has been continued, with some makeshift
restrictions and modifications, to the present time.1

Taken as a whole, the system of educational
finance has been favourable to the rural districts
owing to the fact that the principal grants provide in
them a larger proportion of the whole expense than
in the towns. This may be one of the reasons why
resistance to the growth of the rate-contribution has
been so unsuccessful. It has lacked the whole-
hearted support of the agrarian interest, which has
exercised its influence in other directions.
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